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What is a devil downhead? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are very few pictures to demonstrate “downhead,” but there are plenty 
of pictures of Devil Dogs. 
 
 
 
Link to ponder:  
 
Alfred Newton, A Dictionary of Birds. Still a standard reference work a century and a quarter 
later, and loads of fun to simply leaf through.  

.  
 
 
 

The answer is on the next page 
 

  

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/49513#page/9/mode/1up


A white-breasted nuthatch, the name attested well into the twentieth 
century. 
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